Ofsted Secondary Literacy – Transcript


	10:00:00
	Ofsted

Raising standards improving lives
	

	10:00:10
	At St Paul’s Academy in Greenwich pupils enter with significantly below average attainment yet leave with significantly above average attainment
	

	10:00:24
	90% of pupils made the expected progress in English last year compared to the national average of 71%
	

	10:00:35
	In English, there is little difference in attainment between girls and boys
	 

	10:00:43
	EMILY TUDOR

HEAD OF ENGLISH
	Emily Tudor:

We seem to have bucked the national trend with boys at St Paul’s. We’ve done a lot of work on trying to engage boys in the subject. We’ve found that talk is really key to literacy. And that, you know, it’s sometimes undervalued I think. It plays a pivotal role in actually getting students, boys and girls to read and write better.

	10:01:08
	
	Narrator:
Historically St Paul’s had an intake of two thirds boys. This lead to the development of strategies which have ensured that boys do at least as well as girls in English. One of which is an emphasis on speaking and listening.

	10:01:25
	
	Kate Worden:

So off you go.

	10:01:28
	
	Pupil:
I was thinking of starting on the point we was on earlier about maybe if abortion was like made to be in a way casual then that would make like sex casual in a way. So that would mean more young people having sex and therefore more abortions would be happening ...

	10:01:43
	
	Narrator:
This Year 10 class is discussing whether abortion benefits society. Each student has a well defined role, whether it be listening or debating.

	10:01:53
	
	Pupil:
Talking about a casual attitude towards sex. And also that’s going to lead to more, if more young people do get pregnant, like say you’re 15, 16 going through your GCSE’s that’s going to effect your mental preparation for exams.

	10:02:04
	KATE WORDEN

ENGLISH TEACHER
	Kate Worden:
We use Socratic dialogue quite a lot. And I like to ask different students to take on different roles.

	10:02:10
	
	Pupil:

As I was talking about the cases where children are abused that would have a worse effect on society than if children were just being aborted.

	10:02:17
	
	Kate Worden:
So today we had a mixture of different types of speakers in the inner circle. Some people who are more reflective, really good listeners, who kind of hold back and then put their ideas in. And some more confident speakers that just get going straight away.

	10:02:31
	
	Pupil:

The society should be informed about this because at this moment only 1% of all abortions are because of extreme reasons. Everything else is just because you don’t want the child. So we should educate society so they know that only do it in extreme cases. We shouldn’t do it like just putting a dog down.

	10:02:47
	
	Pupil:
You don’t allow the baby to have a chance to grow so you’re ending their choice. And in the Bible it also says that God had a plan. So you’re restricting God’s plan for the child.

	10:02:57
	
	Kate Worden:

The outer circle is really key in allowing students that perhaps don’t like talking out in class a lot. Giving them time to really reflect on what they’re listening to and write some notes down before they discuss their ideas. But they all know that the expectation is that everybody will take part in the lesson. I think that kind of focus helps some students in terms of their listening skills. And gives them a real sense of purpose as to why they’re there and why they’re part of the debate even if they’re not speaking very much.

	10:03:32
	
	Kate Worden: 

So we’re going to open it up to the outer circle. OK Tia, tell us what you focused on and your comments.

	10:03:38
	
	Tia:

I was focusing on Deborah. I noticed she asked how do you think it can benefit society to Rachel, which developed the discussion and added on to another discussion. But maybe she should have done that more. Because I noticed she wanted to speak but she didn’t. So may be she should just like, trust herself and say what she wants to say.

	10:03:55
	
	Pupil:

I commented on basically how the group works together. So I noticed in the beginning that the group was really divided because everyone came on really strong with their own points.

	10:04:07
	
	Emily Tudor:

If you don’t use talk regularly it doesn’t work so well when you use it occasionally if that makes sense. So it’s got to be something that’s really inbuilt as a habit in a department.

	10:04:18
	
	Kate Worden:

We’re going to move to the outer, outer circle. David can you explain what you were doing in the outer, outer circle? What was your focus?

	10:04:27
	
	David:

We had a few questions basically whose arguments were the strongest, which one challenged your opinions and what conclusion have you come to? 

	10:04:34
	
	First of all I thought that all of them had really strong arguments. They were sticking to their ideas and then adding to each other. So overall I thought that Georgina mainly had the strongest arguments.

	10:04:46
	
	Kate Worden:
The outer, outer circle which isn’t always included in a dialogue obviously. They’re working as summarisers. And sometimes it’s a nice role for more able students to take a back seat, not be the speakers but to be the key listeners and summarisers. And that works really well.

	10:05:06
	
	Pupil:

The group’s conclusion was that like in some points abortion can benefit a society because like Luke said 14 and 15 year olds are getting pregnant. And that affects exam preparation that can lead to bad results and a bad future.

	10:05:18
	
	Kate Worden:

Ok it’s a very mature and difficult topic that you’ve handled really brilliantly I think. So you can give yourselves a big round of applause.

	10:05:29
	
	Kate Worden:

Everybody gets a chance to put forward their ideas and then they can take those ideas and develop them in their own way in their writing. So you could use it as exam preparation from a text, or before a piece of controlled assessment. It’s a really, a nice way of generating lots of ideas.

	10:05:47
	ALYS WINSTANLEY

ENGLISH TEACHER
	Alys Winstanley:
Right, in your pairs decide what genre are you going to make this script. If you can start making ideas what dialogue will happen next. Off you go everyone.

	10:06:02
	
	Pupils:

Talking.

	10:06:06
	
	Narrator:

Underpinning the practice of speaking and listening is an emphasis on collaboration between all students. 

	10:06:12
	
	Pupil:

Over reacts, kind of gets happy.

	10:06:19
	
	Alys Winstanley:

We do a lot of group work, a lot of collaborative work. So I think the students are keen to see each other succeed. And they can recognise good work when they see it. 

	10:06:32
	
	Pupil: 

OK I can’t just throw the box and run away, ‘cos it just looks so fake, so what shall we do?

	10:06:31
	
	Pupil:

Shall we do the bit where it’s locked?

	10:06:41
	
	Pupil:

It’s locked. So I run to the door and then the door is jammed, like it’s locked so I can’t get out. Do you want to run with me then?

	10:06:49
	
	Pupil:

I don’t run.

	10:06:51
	
	Alys Winstanley:

I think collaborative work is really important in getting that positive supportive atmosphere between students.

	10:06:59
	
	Pupil:

There’s a note.

	10:07:01
	
	Pupil:

What does it say?

	10:07:03
	
	Pupil:

From James, in my handwriting.

	10:07:07
	
	Pupil:

Well I am you after all.

	10:07:13
	
	Narrator:
Staff believe that a crucial element in allowing them to employ these strategies is the very strong collaborative approach within the department, which has built up over many years.

	10:07:24
	
	Alys Winstanley:

We share lesson plans with each other. We often teach similar courses at a similar time so we’ll be emailing each other, putting stuff on the shared area.

	10:07:37
	
	None of us are precious about our resources. We’re all happy, flattered to see our colleagues using our resources that we’ve made. So I think that team spirit, that collaborative work, I think that’s what makes us. It’s a brilliant team to be a part of.

	10:07:54
	A Movie Maker Production by Luke Winzar

STUDENT FILM 

PRODUCED IN ENGLISH
	

	10:08:00
	
	Teacher:
We have found as a pattern that boys like to be up out of their seats. They like to have the freedom to be trusted. Learning beyond the classroom which is a Key Stage 3 term is something that we’ve really sort of taken and run with in the English Department here.

	10:08:20
	BEHIND YOU
	Narrator:

The use of flip cameras has proved to be a key tool in drawing students, especially boys, in to the process of learning.

	10:08:32
	
	Emily Tudor:

Well I think it’s about again two Key Stage 3 terms that have used, a purpose an audience. And I think that that’s really what’s very, very key throughout English actually in Key Stage 3 and 4 is that there is a reason to learn something and a reason to create something.

	10:08:50
	
	Ben Ramsland:
What we’re going to do first of all is in your groups you’re going to get one story board each. And you’re going to think about some of the ideas you had yesterday and think about some more creative, original ideas for how you’re going to get the emotions that you thought were in that poem across.

	10:09:07
	
	Narrator:

These Year 9 boys are analysing the Shelley l ove poem, the Indian Serenade.

	10:09:12
	BEN RAMSLAND

ENGLISH TEACHER
	Ben Ramsland:
We thought it would be useful to get the boys out of the class engaging with poetry in an active way in a way that they felt comfortable. Because a lot of the girls in that class, especially with literature, can sometimes dominate proceedings a little bit and the boys can get a bit quieter. So really to see them engage with the material.

	10:09:29
	
	Pupil:

Basically that when he’s on the ground and then when it’s just like, it’s basically above him, the camera’s above him and then you can just see his whole body on the ground.

	10:09:39
	
	Pupil:

It makes him look weak again.

	10:09:42
	
	Ben Ramsland:
Do you think he’s feeling powerful or weak in this poem?

	10:09:45
	
	Pupil:

Weak.

	10:09:46
	
	Ben Ramsland:
So what shots going to make him look weak possibly?

	10:09:48
	
	Pupil:

A low shot, a high shot.

	10:09:50
	
	Ben Ramsland:
A high angle shot looking down at him. Very good idea, yeah.

	10:09:53
	
	Ben Ramsland:
If they are in a comfortable environment and if they feel that they can be trusted not to be laughed at by expressing opinions then they can really, really engage. As I think we saw today that the boys were really thinking about the feelings. Thinking about the emotions.

	10:10:08
	
	Pupil:

When you get up you need to like, I die. I faint, I fall, like that.

	10:10:25
	
	Pupil:

Oh lift me from the grass. I die. I faint. I fall. I think we done that scene wrong.

	10:10:32
	
	Emily Tudor:

I think having flip cameras is essential in all English Departments. So that students just go off and not have that, kind of, peer pressure of the class. And it often blocks boys and girls and shyer characters as well.

	10:10:48
	
	Pupil:

Try to be a bit more resistant to it at first.

	10:10:53
	
	Emily Tudor:
You can see people behaving quite differently when they’re off filming just with a friend or in a small group. It’s really, really important in speaking and listening.

	10:11:04
	
	Pupil:

Oh lift me from the grass. I die.

	10:11:07
	
	Narrator:
The flip camera footage is analysed back in the classroom. 

	10:11:10
	
	Pupil:

My cheek is cold and white alas, my heart beats loud and fast. I press it close to thine again where it will break at last.

	10:11:19
	
	Ben Ramsland:
Do I have any comments that people can make? Yeah?

	10:11:22
	
	Pupil:
When he was saying that he was dying and then he dropped on to the floor he was actually showing the emotion. And then the people that are the viewers could understand the emotion and could tell what the poem is about.

	10:11:33
	
	Ben Ramsland:

OK that really helps add to an understanding ...

	10:11:36
	
	Emily Tudor:
We don’t shy away from choosing difficult texts. Just because we use a lot of media and filming in our department doesn’t mean that we’re dumbing down skills at all. In fact I think it makes us a little bit more creative about what we choose because there’s more avenues to explore when we’re teaching them.

	10:11:54
	
	Narrator:

These boys are analysing the emotions in a Seamus Heaney poem, Mid Term Break. 

	10:12:03
	
	Pupil:
The handshaking symbolises how he’s congratulating the boy for staying strong after such a hard loss. And he’s embarrassed. The emotion is captured with the close up of their faces. Plus there’s a sad look in both of their eyes which is intense and sets the mood of the death.

	10:12:20
	
	Ben Ramsland:

Why did you choose for the bell to keep going there? 

	10:12:23
	
	Pupil:

To symbolise the funeral and how there’s been a great loss.

	10:12:28
	
	Ben Ramsland:

So that’s going from being a school bell, you’re carrying that on. That’s a very imaginative idea. I like that a lot.

	10:12:37
	
	Pupil:
The dead boy ripping up the paper represents his life is over and it’s just scattered up into the air. And there’s no coming back from it.

	10:12:47
	
	Ben Ramsland:

OK. Very creative and you’ve still got that bell continuing. And that seems as though it’s a motif going all the way through isn’t it? Getting that feeling across.

	10:12:56
	
	Pupil:

I like the way that Chris was ripping up the paper. For me at first I thought it was when they say ashes to ashes but when you said it the way I think that’s really a good idea to show how his life has gone and now just ripped up pieces of paper thrown in to the world.

	10:13:14
	
	Ben Ramsland:

OK, yeah I agree.

	10:13:16
	
	Emily Tudor:
Just because boys are boys doesn’t mean that they all want to read about football. It’s about treating them as students of English and being brave and bold enough to explore the idea that they will like some of these texts.

	10:13:32
	Ofsted

Raising standards improving lives
	


